
 
 

 First Presbyterian Church 
Twenty-second Sunday after Pentecost 

October 24, 2021 at 10:00 
 
 
 

 
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

 
Handbell Chimes—The ringing of the chimes invites you to a time of Rest…Renewal…Hope 
 
Prelude “Trio in A Major” — Joesef Rheinberger  Paul Fleckenstein, organ 
 
Opening Sentences  Psalm 34:1–3 

One: I will bless the Lord at all times,  
All:  God’s praise will continually be in my mouth. 
One: My soul makes its boast in the Lord, let the humble hear and be glad. 
All:  O magnify the Lord with me, let us exalt God’s name together! 
 

Gathering Music “Yesu Kwetu Ni Rafiki” arr. Mark Burrows  
  (trans.: What a Friend We Have in Jesus; Take it in prayer) 
  Carol, Chapel, and Thomas Sherrerd Memorial Choirs 
 
*  Call to Confession     

One: Let us confess our sins to God, 
who alone has the power to save 
and waits in mercy to forgive. 

 
*  Prayer of Confession 

All:  Merciful God, we have not been humble. We have discouraged others from seeking you. 
We have not sought your wisdom. Forgive us, O God, and teach us to boast only of you. 
Help us to celebrate when others seek after you. Give us the light of your wisdom and 
ways, Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
*  Silent Prayer 
 
*  Assurance of Pardon   

One: People of God, the Lord hears, forgives, and saves. 
Therefore, be reconciled to one another and walk humbly before God. 

All:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven and set free to begin life anew. Amen.  
 
 
 



 

 
 
*  Sharing the Peace of Christ 
 One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. 
 All:   And also with you. 
 One: Let us greet one another with a sign of Christ’s peace. 
 
Children’s Message and Baptism 

Thomas Henry Hicks, child of Brian Hicks and Diana Montagna Hicks 
 
Celebrating the Life of the Congregation 

 
GOD’S WORD PROCLAIMED 

 
Anthem     “Ich will den Herrn loben” — Georg Philipp Telemann, arr. Dave and Jean Perry 
  (trans. I will praise the Lord at all times; His praise shall be in my mouth forever.) 
  Chancel Choir 
 
Prayer for Illumination 

All:  Dear God, let us not only hear of you but see you with our own eyes through your 
Word. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
Scripture Reading Mark 10.46-52 

They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus 
son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that it was Jesus of 
Nazareth, he began to shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” Many 
sternly ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, have mercy on 
me!” Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they called the blind man, saying to him, 
“Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to 
Jesus. Then Jesus said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to him, 
“My teacher, let me see again.” Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” 
Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on the way. 
 

One: Holy wisdom, holy word. 
All:  Thanks be to God! 

 
Sermon  “Metonym” Dr. Gerdts 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

THE PEOPLE RESPOND 
 
*  Affirmation of Faith   from A Brief Statement of Faith — PC(USA) 

 All:  In life and in death we belong to God.  
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, whom alone we 

worship and serve.  
 
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of life. 
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, sets us free to accept ourselves 

and to love God and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in 
the one body of Christ, the Church. 

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith and life in Christ through Scripture, 
engages us through the Word proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls women and men to all ministries of the church. 

In a broken and fearful world the Spirit gives us courage 
to pray without ceasing, 
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior, 
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture, 
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced, 
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our 
daily tasks and to live holy and joyful lives, even as we watch for God’s 
new heaven and new earth, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

 
With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in 

death can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 
Choral Hymn  #339 “Be Thou My Vision” SLANE 
  Chancel Choir 
 
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer 
 

LEAVE TO SERVE 
 
*  Charge and Benediction 
 
Sending Music “Festival Toccata” — Denis Percy Fletcher Paul Fleckenstein, organ 
 
 
 
   *  Please stand if you are comfortably able 
 



 

WELCOME TO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH! It is good to have you here in person or online. 
Please be in touch if you have news to share or would like more information or to talk to a pastor. Contact 
information is below. Read full announcements in our weekly email newsletter. Subscribe on the Contact 
Us tab of the church website. 
 
TODAY’S AFFIRMATION OF FAITH is from the Brief Statement of Faith of the PC(USA). For the 
third week, we are affirming a different person of the Triune God as articulated through the Statement.  
 
FLOWERS TODAY are given in memory of Grace Brostrand by Linda and Gene O’Neill, and in loving 
memory of Norman Lund by his wife, Pat Lund. 
 
NURSERY CARE DURING WORSHIP– Parents wishing to drop off infants – 3-year-olds can do so 
in the “Red Balloon Room” in the education building on floor 1R (in the Preschool, one flight up from 
Sanctuary level). Save time by filling out your information ahead of time. The form can be found here: 
http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/children. Any questions, please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling. 
 
SUNDAY SCHOOL IS BACK! It is so wonderful to have the teachers and kids back in person after 
many months of virtual lessons. Please welcome our wonderful teachers: 

§ PreK/K: Chuck and Jayne Grabowski, and Kim Hall  
§ 1st/2nd/3rd: Wendy Preihs and Megan Zeigler 
§ 4th/5th/6th: Gabrielle Heimerling 
§ 7th/8th: Rita Brown 

Please make sure to register your children for Sunday School through the following link: SS 21-22 
Registration Form (available on the website, too). 
Interested in teaching? We can always use volunteers! Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling at 
gheimerling@haddofieldpres.org  for more information. 
 
THE NEXT MATTHEW 25 CONVERSATION ON RACE IS TODAY, after the 10 a.m. service in 
the Choir Room. Bob Lehman will be leading a fascinating discussion on segregation in the U.S., based 
on the book, The Color of Law: The Forgotten History of How Our Government Segregated America, by 
Richard Rothstein. Reading the book is not required to join in the discussion. Resources are listed on the 
Adult Ed page of the website: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/adult-education. Questions? Email Becky 
Bryan at rebeccabryan@me.com. 
 
YOUTH GROUP is back this week! We’ll meet tonight from 5 p.m.-6 p.m. with a special guest 
leader. Come to the Hospitality Room for pizza and snacks. Please make sure to bring a mask. We will see 
you then! 
 
STEPHEN MINISTRY INTEREST MEETING NEW DATE – Nikki is holding a Stephen Ministry 
interest meeting on Wednesday, November 3, at 6:30 p.m. in the Youth Room on the lower level. Read 
Nikki’s 2020 blog post for a description of this ministry. Go to http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/blog 
 
ARE YOU INTERESTED IN BECOMING A MEMBER of First Presbyterian Church in 
Haddonfield, NJ? New Members classes are scheduled for two consecutive Sundays, November 7th 
and November 14th, beginning at 11:15 a.m. after the worship service. The first New Members class 
will be held via Zoom, and the second class on November 14th will be offered in-person. If you’d like to 
know more about this faith community, are interested in attending, or have any questions, please contact 
Rev. Nikki Passante at npassante@haddonfieldpres.org or at the church office: 856-429-1960 ext. 110. 
 
 



 

PLAY WITH BABIES – EARN CASH: We continue to look for nursery helpers. Ideal candidates will 
be high school aged or older with ample babysitting experience and/or certification. Must love babies and 
toddlers! This is a paid position! Please reach out to Gabrielle Heimerling for more details 
at gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org. 
 
LET’S READ A BOOK TOGETHER! A book group is forming to talk about Stupid Things I Won’t Do 
When I Get Older. (Just a “book read” with a fun conversation following!) The book is composed of 43 
short, 2-page, essays divided into 3 sections. The thought is to meet 3 times (via Zoom) and share 
reflections and reactions. They’ll probably be spread out over a few weeks to give everyone plenty of time 
to read. The actual dates and times will be decided once we have a group. If you’re interested, just email 
Doug and let him know! (Folks are encouraged to buy the book on their own!) 
 
DOUG’S TUESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY (8 a.m. via Zoom) is ongoing—and you can join 
at any time. The text for the coming week is Revelation 21:1-6a. 
 
PASTOR NIKKI’S BIBLE STUDY meets Thursdays at 6:30 on Zoom for a discussion of the Letter to 
the Hebrews. You are welcome to join whenever you can. 
 
2021 CHURCH OFFERING UPDATE: 

Envelope Giving, year to date:   $ 445,227;   Budget $690,000.00 
Loose Offering YTD:                      $1,692;   Budget     $7,500.00 
Per Capita YTD:                            $10,139;   Budget   $14,500.00 

 
PROGRESS ON PER CAPITA CONTINUES – An updated list of contributors is delayed but 
coming. It’s not too late. Send your $37 per confirmed member to the church or to 
https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/Give. Thank you!  
 
OPEN DOOR CLINIC AT ST. WILFRID’S: 
This week marks the 83rd straight week that the Open Door Clinic at St Wilfrid’s has distributed food 
during the pandemic; 101 bags, 7,842 total. Over 196,050 pounds of food and dry goods, distributed. 
Thank you all for your generous collections and contributions.  
§ The next Foodbank pick-up is tentatively scheduled for Friday, November 5th. We meet at the 

Foodbank at about 8:00 a.m. and make our way to St Wilfrid’s by about 8:35. Please schedule with 
Paul Urian to let him know of your interest: umanpaul@me.com.   

§ Matching Grant 2021: For the month of October, your donation will be matched! Gifts may be made 
through FPCH’s “Give” button on the website or by check to First Presbyterian with St. Wilfrid’s in 
the memo so your donation will appear on your giving statement.  

§ Needs: We need baby wipes and more wipes, toothbrushes, bags of dried beans, chicken or tuna in 
tear open bags, individual single-serving fruit or applesauce, and Chef Boyardee meals in flip top 
cans, diapers size 6, plastic grocery bags from Shoprite or Wegman’s, paper grocery bags to line the 
plastic bags so they will hold 23 pounds of food, and newspaper bags to hold hygiene products   

§ Peanut Butter and Jelly Sign Up Link: We give out 300 PBnJ sandwiches each Saturday. If you 
are interested in making peanut butter and jelly sandwiches, please select a donation week by signing 
up on this signup form: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0845aba72caa8-pbjs1. Wendy, who 
coordinates the peanut butter and jelly traffic can be reached at her email: 
wendy.coffman@gmail.com . 

§ If you would like to find out more about The Open Door Clinic at St. Wilfrid’s, check out the 
website opendoorcliniccamden.org. To volunteer, call Jill Mascena at 856-428-7342 and leave a 
message 



 

TURKEY TIME IS NEAR – It’s time to start looking for those turkey deals! Most supermarkets have 
them. We will be collecting frozen turkeys (and sometimes we are frozen too!) on Sunday, November 21. 
It is anniversary Sunday (150 years!), so you’ll want to be sure to attend. Turkeys will be taken to Your 
Food Shelf (which was started by us Presbyterians, by the way) and distributed to neighbors in need. 
 
A REQUEST FROM THE STAFF – Please refrain from doing church business with staff members on 
Sundays. They are generally quick to respond to emails, phone calls, and voicemails during the week, 
but need their day of rest on the Sabbath. Thank you! 
 
EQUAL EXCHANGE – Presbyterian Women will resume selling coffee, tea, chocolate, cocoa mix, 
and olive oil…but with a twist. Due to Covid, there will be no table set up for selling. Instead Bonnie 
Manskopf will take orders over the phone or by email. The full list of products is in the weekly email 
and on the website: http://www.haddonfieldpres.org/presbyterian-women. Prices will be added as soon 
as they are available. Contact Bonnie with questions or to order: 856-858-1934, 
bonniemanskopf@yahoo.com. Make checks out to Presbyterian Women. 
 
ARE YOUR CHURCH RECORDS UP TO DATE? Now is a great time to check your account 
information on Realm. Does the church have the best address, phone number and email address for you? 
Have you added an emergency contact? Have you indicated that other church members can see your 
contact information? Use this address to sign in: https://onrealm.org/FirstPresbyteri11244/SignIn. Still 
haven’t logged into Realm? Contact the church office for an invitation and for help getting started. 
 
SCRIPTURE FOR OCTOBER 24: Revelation 21:1-6a 
Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and 
the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “See, the 
home of God is among mortals. He will dwell with them as their God; they will be his peoples, and God 
himself will be with them; he will wipe every tear from their eyes. Death will be no more; mourning and 
crying and pain will be no more, for the first things have passed away.” And the one who was seated on 
the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write this, for these words are 
trustworthy and true.” Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and 
the end. To the thirsty I will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life. 
 
 

♦ 
 
 

CONGREGATIONAL PRAYER LIST 
 
Please pray for these individuals and situations throughout the week. If you would like to add a personal 
prayer request, please contact one of the pastors or Anne Vial. In making requests on behalf of others, 
please obtain the permission of the person needing prayer. The requestor will have their name printed as the 
originator of the request. Pastors will revisit these requests every 30 days. 
 
Prayers for the Church 
• Please pray for the family of Jo McBeth who passed away suddenly on October 20 (10/21 - C. 

Carty) 
• Please pray for the family and friends of Mary Seddon, who completed her Baptism on October 

15th. Heaven rejoices while we here mourn! (10/20-K. Bean) 
• Praise the Lord for answered prayers!  Colleen’s son is improving and doing much better! (10/19-

pastors)  



 

• Let us join together and lift up in prayer our sister Pat McGrody and our brother Bill Genereo 
(10/19 - D. Wackes) 

• Please keep Kathi and Dick Bell in your prayers as he recovers. (10/19-pastors) 
• Pray for Linda and Gene O’Neill! (10/16-pastors) 
• Pray for Philip’s job, the spiritual atmosphere of his place of employment, and relationships with co-

workers (10/16-pastors) 
• Please pray for Eric’s mental health, and for Ray whose biopsy revealed cancer (10/14-L. 

McGlade) 
• Continued prayers for Bill Gimpel and his family as he is struggling with many health issues! (10/7- 

L. McGlade) 
• Praise the Lord! Dan has returned home safely from Qatar, to resume his military duties at home. 

His family is full of gratitude for all the prayers of safety that were answered! (10/6-L. Hess) 
• Let us join together and pray for Gail who has transitioned into hospice care. Where there is no cure, 

we can continue to pray for healing of mind and spirit (10/6- L. Hess)  
• Please pray for the Bowers family who are in severe distress. In the past several weeks, they have 

lost a family member to covid; other family members have contracted covid and are coping with a 
difficult recovery, along with suffering from a stroke. Others are attempting to plan a memorial and 
handle all the various transitions that death brings, while living with chronic physical pain. Prayers 
for peace, healing, and wisdom.  (10/4- A. Kamp) 

• Kristin needs our prayers. Her younger sister died unexpectedly. Siblings are extremely difficult to 
lose (9/27-T.Adkins) 

• Pray for the family and friends of Amelia Perry who died from Covid. Pray also for the whole 
community on the loss of this precious young life (9/27- T. Adkins) 

• Pray that God would grant insight to Meagan on a decision to leave a corporate job and begin work 
as a stay-at-home mom (9/27-pastors) 

• Lift up prayers for the family of Anna Carpino who died from a brain tumor. Anna was a living 
saint who prayed for the names and needs of many children living with cancer and served as a 
tireless advocate for them all. Her Spirit will be greatly missed (9/27-T. Adkins) 

• Please pray for Travis and his mom Beth. Travis has been having seizures and currently has no 
short-term memory (9/27-T. Adkins) 

• Prayers for the family and friends of Jason, who died from Covid at age 46 (9/27-T. Adkins) 
 

Ongoing Prayers for the Church 
• Pray for the Pastor Nominating Committee as they do the work of searching for an Installed Senior 

Pastor! 
• Prayers for a beloved friend suffering with pain and addiction issues (10/7- A. Reinicker) 
• Please continue to pray for Caroline Yount, Geoff Mulvihill and their family. (9/29 - C. 

Crumley).   
• Continued prayers for Jay Brennan-Martin (9/29-pastors) 
• Continued prayers for Jane Poynton who is in hospice care (9/29-pastors) 
• Please pray for Roy Probst’s recovery from back surgery and cancer (7/26- pastors) 
• Prayers for Jim Poole who has been diagnosed with ALS. Jim lives in South Carolina (7/15- I. 

Pross) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pastor Nikki’s Installation 
Clerk:  Do we, the members of the church, accept Nikki as our pastor chosen by God through 

the voice of this congregation to guide us in the way of Jesus Christ? 
People:  We do! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Church Staff 
 

The Rev. Dr. Douglas D. Gerdts, Transitional Senior Pastor/Head of Staff – doug@haddonfieldpres.org 
The Rev. Nikki Perrine Passante, Associate Pastor – npassante@haddonfieldpres.org 

Peter Leibensperger, Minister of Music – pleibensperger@haddonfieldpres.org 
Lucas Brown, Principal Organist – lbrown@haddonfieldpres.org 

Nancy Ruth Wainwright, Director of Children’s Choirs – nancyruthw@comcast.net 
Gabrielle Heimerling, Director of Youth and Family Ministries – gheimerling@haddonfieldpres.org 

Marisa McGovern, Preschool Director – preschool@haddonfieldpres.org 
Kris Bean, Business Manager – kbean@haddonfieldpres.org 

Anne Vial, Office Administrator – avial@haddonfieldpres.org 
Rebecca Mannion, Receptionist – rmannion@haddonfieldpres.org  
Travis Bogetti, Building Manager – tbogetti@haddonfieldpres.org 

Mark Hall, Security and Building Maintenance – mhall@haddonfieldpres.org 
Ed Hess, Community Caseworker – edwh517@aol.com 
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